
Kate Nelischer, Sr. Public Consultation Coordinator  
Bloor Street East Streetscape Improvements 
City of Toronto 
Email: knelischer@toronto.ca 
 
January 26, 2016 
 
Dear Kate: 
Re: Comments from the Bloor Street East Neighbourhood Association 
Our Executive Committee met and discussed the overview of the plans and presentations for the Bloor 
Street East Streetscape Project.  We are very pleased with the direction that the project is taking and are 
looking forward to more detailed plans in late spring or summer of 2016.   Our comments at this time 
primarily relate to the scope of the work.   We note that members of our Committee have made specific 
comments and recommendations to your Group and have been they communicated to our entire 
Executive Committee. 
 
 Removal of the Street Car Tracks 
We understand that the inclusion of the removal of the tracks will add to the cost and possible length of 
the project.   We believe that removal may have some long term cost benefits as well as extend the life 
of the surface and if not address now will not be done until the next major rebuilding of the street. 
While we have no way of costing the long term benefits of the removal, we would anticipate the 
maintenance of the street over the life of the surface will be reduced as many of the repairs relate to 
the tracks under the street and hasten the deterioration to the point of the requirement to resurface. 
Removal also allows for the replacement surface to be built to improve drainage from the street thus 
improved conditions for pedestrians.   If not removed, we foresee long term continual patchwork to try 
to extend its life until the City’s Capital Budget includes the next major work on the street. 
 
Rosedale Valley Ravine Connections 
While we note this is included in the commentary, we did not see how this was to be implemented into 
the plan. 
 
North South Street Intersections 
We did not see in the commentary or plans how these connections would be harmonized into the plan 
to create a blended east to west streetscape.   
Specifically, we had been advised by Councillor Wong-Tam’s office that the study would be addressing 
the sidewalk congestion created by the 75 South Bus Stop on Sherbourne Street just south of Bloor (the 
subway transfer point).   We would expect some commentary in this regard, even if it is that no solution 
can be found at this time. 
 
Cycling Infrastructure 
We believe that enough room exists, at least through the eastern section of the street; to have one side 
(north side) a dedicated two directional bikeway.  We believe that this would create a much safer 
environment for all modes of transportation. 
Regards; 
Linda A. Brett, President BENA on behalf of the Executive of BENA 
Cc: Councillor Wong-Tam, Ward 27 
     Councillor McConnell, Ward 28 
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